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A New Look for the Nugget

The Nugget’s new electronic format was favourably received

so we will be continuing distribution by email. Please feel free

to forward the Nugget to any friends or relatives who have an

interest in Lawrence Park.

Pat Main maintains the email list, so let her know if you don’t

want to receive the Nugget.

 patricia.main@sympatico.ca

 (416) 484-9854

Wanted!  Your Reminiscences, Photos,

Comments etc.

One of the roles of the Lawrence Park Heritage Committee is

to preserve and promote the history of Lawrence Park

through the collection of related material. With your

permission, we will make your contributions available on our

web site and may publish them in the Nugget. We will be

pleased to make copies of loaned material. Winter

reminiscences are particularly welcome at this time!

Also, we would appreciate your comments regarding the

History Nugget and suggestions for future articles.

Contact our Archivist, Pat Main at

patricia.main@sympatico.ca

(416) 484-9854

Upcoming Event –

Century Home

Celebration –

Thursday,

November 23, 2017

From 7 to 9 p.m., at 79 Dawlish

Avenue, the “Forsey Page House”

and  the home of Kavita and

Deepa Chatta.

Our main speaker, Andrew

Pruss, Principal of ERA

Architects Inc., was the architect

responsible for the renovation of

this 1928 house. He will speak

about his experience with these

renovations and will also address

the issues of heritage restoration /

renovation in general.

Lynda Moon, President of the

North Toronto Historical Society,

will make a short presentation on

the noted architect Forsey Page.

Please RSVP to Pat Main at

patricia.main@sympatico.ca
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79 Dawlish Avenue – the “Forsey Page House”

This was the second house that Forsey Page had designed for himself in Lawrence Park – the first one

being 12 Weybourne Crescent. Built in 1928, it is not quite a Century Home, but is much-admired for

its design and it provides an excellent example of how an older home can be updated to modern

standards. It was featured in an article in the January 1929 issue of Canadian Homes and Gardens

(Toronto Reference Library) and the first page of this article is shown on the following page.

The article notes that Page had “broken away from monotonous tradition”. The kitchen and dining

room were located on the ground floor which was one level down from street level because of the

ground dropping off at the back of the house. This layout was later changed.

Threatened with demolition, in July 2010 the house was placed on the City’s Heritage Register. As a

result, ERA Architects Inc., a firm of heritage architects, managed an extensive renovation project in

which the house was enlarged greatly at the rear, but the streetscape remained largely unchanged.

May 2011 November 2017

March 2007

The facade remains largely unchanged from 1928.
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Notable Lawrence Park Resident – Dr. Peggy Hill

70 Weybourne Crescent

Dr. F. Marguerite (“Peggy”) Hill (1919-2012) was an outstanding woman physician who served as

physician-in-chief at Woman’s College Hospital for many years. She was inspired to become a doctor

after hearing Dr. Marion Hillard speak at a girls’ sports banquet at North Toronto Collegiate. Upon

her graduation, she enrolled in psychology at the University of Toronto because her family did not

support her wish to attend medical school. She graduated with an Honours degree in 1940 and with a

Master’s degree in psychology in 1941. She became a captain in the Canadian Women’s Army Corp

and served overseas in Great Britain. Back home after the war, she enrolled in the Faculty of Medicine

at U of T with the support of the Veterans Rehabilitation Act. She achieved the highest marks in her

class of 190 men and 10 women, graduating as a gold medallist of the class of 1952. After post-graduate

work at the Banting Institute, she was appointed the first female chief resident at Toronto General

Hospital in 1957. The following year she joined the staff of Women’s College Hospital and from 1965 to

1984 she served as physician-in-chief, the second woman to hold that position at a University of Toronto

teaching hospital. In 1968, she was promoted to full Professor at the University of Toronto. In 1994, she

was appointed as a member of the Order of Canada. Upon her retirement in 1984, her friends,

colleagues and patients established an endowment in her name. The F.M. Hill Memorial Lecture on

Indigenous Health is presented annually in her memory.

Unfortunately, 70 Weybourne Crescent, built by her father Frederick Hill, was recently demolished – a

piece of the history of Lawrence Park has vanished forever, leaving no trace of the home of this

outstanding woman. This is a sad commentary on our society’s values.

The pictures of the infant Peggy were donated by the late David Pretty, also a long-time Lawrence Park

resident. Do you have any similar photographs? Please contact us!
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Dr. Peggy Hill in her Army uniform. Looking east across Weybourne Crescent from the front of 70

Weybourne. Sadly, both houses in the left (#67) and right (#51) background no longer exist.

April 2015 – 70 Weybourne didn’t quite

make it to 100 years.
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Lawrence Park History Question

A former resident of Lawrence Park was a Canadian Knights Commander of the Order of St. Michael

and St. George.  Who was he and where did Sir ____  _____  live in Lawrence Park?

Send your answers to Alex. Grenzebach at alexg@alumni.uwaterloo.ca

The answer will appear in the next issue of the History Nugget.


