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A New Look for the Nugget
As you can see, we have changed the
Nugget’s format to allow for more
content. It will be distributed by email
and is no longer restricted to two
pages. Perhaps it should be renamed
the E-Nugget?

Pat Main maintains the email list, so
let her know if you don’t want to
receive the Nugget –
patricia.main@sympatico.ca
 (416) 484-9854

Wanted!  Your
Reminiscences, Photos,
House Plans, etc.
One of the roles of the Lawrence Park
Heritage Committee is to preserve and
promote the history of Lawrence Park
through the collection of related
material. With your permission, we
will make your contributions available
on our web site and may publish them
in the Nugget. We will be pleased to
make copies of loaned material.

Contact our Archivist, Pat Main at
patricia.main@sympatico.ca.
(416) 484-9854

Upcoming Event –
Century Home
Celebration – Thursday,
March 30, 2017
From 7 to 9 pm at 77 St. Edmund’s
Drive, the Wilfrid Servington Dinnick
house. Dinnick was the developer of
Lawrence Park and the house is
designated under the Ontario
Heritage Act. John Detwiler, the
owner, will give us a tour and describe
restoration challenges. Please RSVP to
Pat Main.

Ask An Octogenarian!
In this issue of the Nugget, we are
pleased to present Elizabeth Smith’s
recollections, in her own words, of her
first nine months in Lawrence Park –

“When asked to recall/reflect on my
early memories of Lawrence Park, I
thought about my first nine months in
Lawrence Park. So, a little background.

In December of 1938, my family, Elsie
and Sanford Bolton and sister Barbara,
moved from Anderson Avenue, near
Eglinton Avenue and Oriole Parkway.
Our new home at 53 Buckingham
Avenue was built by Stanley
Mclaughlin and was identical to his



own home at 42 Cheltenham Avenue.
(Each house has undergone major
renovations but you may be able to see
the similarities as well.) I was in Grade
1 and Barbara was in Grade 7. Living
now on Buckingham Avenue, we were
supposed to attend Bedford Park. But
my father, raised in a small village on
the Rideau Canal, did not want his
daughters at a school that was
“fenced”.

Consequently, from January of 1939,
we continued to attend Oriole Park
until we began Blythwood in September
of that year. For the first six months of
1939, we took a bus four times a day to
attend school. The bus route through
the Park turned right from Mt. Pleasant
at Dinnick Crescent and continued
down Rochester to St. Ives Avenue
where we boarded. Then right on St.
Ives to St. Leonard’s, Dundurn, and
then on to Dawlish where it turned
south on Mt. Pleasant and back to
Eglinton. This amazing service allowed
us to attend school, come home for
lunch, return to school and home at the
end of the day. We were never late!

To take advantage of this “urban” bus
service, something we had never used
before on any regular basis, we took
what I will call a “rural” walk,
something new for two children who
previously lived in an older part of the
city that was already well established.
Behind our new home was an empty lot
and with the addition of a gate to our
picket fence, Barb and I walked
through that lot, crossed Cheltenham
and took a path through what appeared

to our young eyes as part of a country
scene. The path began to the east of 47
Cheltenham , a house that is still there.
From that point, until we crossed
Rochester to pick up the bus at St. Ives
Avenue, there were no houses, only a
large area of tall grasses, weeds, small
trees and bushes, wild flowers and
sometimes little pools of water. And this
stretched to St. Ives Crescent where
there were no houses yet built on the
west side.
When we began Blythwood in
September, we took the same route but
then continued on through our
country-like environment from 87
Rochester, recently replaced. Again,
there were no houses to the east of it,
only a path to St. Leonard’s through
vacant, overgrown land such as I have
described, until we came to what we
called the “old” house at the north west
corner of St. Ives and St. Leonard’s.
Happily, it is still there and has a
beautiful garden.

After that, the route was more like it is
now except that, when we walked down
Jesse Ketchum Hill (now called
Pinedale), there were only two streets to
continue our walk. One was Glengowan
and the other one that we took,
Strathgowan Crescent, led up to
Blythwood School. Now, when you
reach the bottom of Pinedale, there are
four streets to the east -- Fidelia,
Glenallen, Stratheden and Pine Forest.
When I walked down Jesse Ketchum,
there was nothing at the bottom to my
left but a heavily wooded area. I recall
what I thought of as an old wooden



gate set in a piece of wooden fencing
and trying to hold the forest back.
Again, it reminded me of the “country”.

Times long past and all things change.
But happy and serene memories remain
for Barb and me.”

Epilogue
After Blythwood, Elizabeth attended
Lawrence Park C. I. and then the
University of Toronto where she
specialized in history. She and her
husband Don live in Lawrence Park as
does their daughter and her family.

Our thanks to Elizabeth for sharing
her fascinating account of her first
months in Lawrence Park. Vacant lots
continued to exist into the 1950s,
particularly towards Bayview. The
“heavily wooded area” to the east of

the old wooden gate was known as
Garland’s Bush, named after Nicholas
Garland who had owned the farm that
became part of Lawrence Park
Estates. Unfortunately, the area was
“clear cut” when developed in the
1950s.

The bus taken by Elizabeth was on the
EGLINTON route that ran from 1930
to 1954.  Upon the opening of the
Yonge subway to Eglinton in 1954, the
EGLINTON buses were replaced by
trolley buses on the NORTOWN
route. The trolleys were replaced by
diesel  buses in 1992. An excellent
source of photographs and
information about transit routes is
found at transit.toronto.on.ca. The
accompanying photos are from this
web site.

EGLINTON bus at the Masonic Temple east of Yonge St.



NORTOWN Trolley at the Doncliffe Loop

EGLINTON Bus Route Map


