
Jane Somerville 

24 Dinnick Crescent 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4N 1L5 

 

Re: Heritage Conservation District Application for Lawrence Park from West side of Mt. Pleasant Road to 

Yonge Street and the South side of Lawrence Avenue East to Glengrove Avenue. 

 

Dear Jane: 

 

The history and residential development of Lawrence Park is well documented. The principles of the City 

Beautiful Movement in England on which it was based in early 20th Century Toronto, have been 

consistently followed and maintained during several generations of early occupants and subsequent 

families that moved into the area.  

I have enjoyed joining with you during the past two years to offer assistance with your endeavours to 

generate an understanding of the value of heritage and to promote its conservation among the residents 

of the Lawrence Park community. Some were concerned that an increase in residential demolitions was 

resulting in replacement buildings and alterations that were appearing in an uncharacteristic design, form, 

scale and setting. They saw a possibility that intensification around the local subway station might intrude 

on Lawrence Park and gradually destroy the sense of place established in its historical street pattern and 

by the original architecture of “elegant homes” built on large landscaped lots. It was also recognized that 

the significant land form along the Yonge Street frontage and that of Lawrence Avenue East both form an 

integral part of Lawrence Park and could be threatened.  

It became clear that an application for designation, under Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act, would 

enable appropriate action to be taken that would be of value in conserving this historically important and 

well respected neighbourhood in Toronto. 

Therefore I am pleased to support the application of the Lawrence Park Heritage Committee for 

designation, under Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act, for that part of Lawrence Park described above. 

Sincerely,  

William Greer 

 

 

 

 


