
 

 
September 21, 2015 
Mary L. MacDonald 
Heritage Preservation Services 
The City of Toronto 
City Planning  
City Hall, 17 East Tower 
 
Re: Heritage Conservation District Application for Lawrence Park from West side 
of Mt Pleasant to Yonge St and South side of Lawrence to Glengrove 
 
Dear Ms. MacDonald and the Lawrence Park Heritage Committee, 
  
I am writing to support your efforts to make Lawrence Park West a 
Heritage Conservation District.   My grandparents – Harold and 
Josephine Vandewater purchased their home at 49 Dinnick Crescent 
in 1947.  My father went through high school there and subsequently 
bought the house from his mother in 1983.  My wife and I have 
recently taken over the house and my son is the fourth generation to 
live at 49 Dinnick – in the exact same house.  Of course (and 
thankfully) the bathrooms and kitchen are no longer ‘original’ on the 
inside, and we added a family room on the back in the 80s.  But it is 
otherwise the same home built in the early 1920s. 
  
For countless reasons I love Lawrence Park very much – it’s in my 
blood.   The proposal to create a Heritage Conservation District is 
one that I wholly support.   The original homes of the neighbourhood 
are what give Lawrence Park its unique feel.  Every time that an old 
home is torn down to be replaced by a new one – some of that feeling 
goes away.  If it continues, I fear that that the neighbourhood my 
grandparents, my parents, and my wife and I know will be gone.  My 
two year old son will only have a vague memory of what Lawrence 
Park was supposed to look like under its original Garden Suburb 
concept.  It will just be our family home left surrounded by larger 
newer houses, without the same character that is needed to keep the 
heritage of the community alive. 
  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
This is not just my being nostalgic.  I do end up in favour of various 
developments in the city that others might oppose for historical 
reasons.  Not every single old building is necessarily of significant 
historical value.  However, many homes in Lawrence Park are 
noteworthy individually and could well be designated historic even on 
their own.  More importantly, it is this particular grouping of century 
homes, as a collective, that make Lawrence Park so special and why 
the entire neighbourhood requires protection.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tom Vandewater 
 
 
Cc:   
Jaye Robinson, Councillor 
John Tory, Mayor 
Patricia Main, PVLP Committee 
William Greer, Heritage Architect 
Jennifer Millson, LPRA Chair 
Sharon Hong, City Hall Planner, Heritage Preservation Services 
City Planning, Urban Design 
Jane Somerville, Lawrence Park Heritage Committee 
Adrienne Alison, Sculptor, Lawrence Park resident 


