
November 12, 2015 
 
Tamara Anson-Cartwright 
Senior Preservation Co-ordinator 
Heritage Preservation Services 
City Planning  
City Hall, 17 East Tower 
Toronto, ON M5H 2N2 
  
Dear Ms. Anson-Cartwright, 
  
I am writing to support a Heritage Conservation study and designation for Lawrence Park. I offer 
these comments from a number of perspectives.... I am a resident of South Rosedale, which has 
had an HCD in place for more than a decade; as a lawyer, I have represented owners in Heritage 
Districts who wish to renovate their homes, or replace unlisted properties; as a member of the 
President's Advisory Committee to the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario, I stay abreast of 
research into the impact and effects of Heritage District Conservation Designations. 
  
First, I believe Lawrence Park is well deserving of Heritage Conservation District recognition: it is 
an important reminder of a time in Toronto's history, and is a distinctive enclave of gracious, 
generous and well considered residential buildings. It has cachet, and is much appreciated. 
Sadly, some recent redevelopments have threatened the unique character of Lawrence Park, by 
inserting unsympathetic structures, without thought to " fitting in". 
  
 In South Rosedale, the HCD designation has allowed renovation, including complete guts and 
extensions, as long as the street ambiance and character is respected.  Demolition and 
redevelopment has occurred of houses identified as of little heritage value, but care has been 
taken to ensure the replacement dwellings are respectful of not only immediate neighbours, but 
also the character of the neighbourhood. This includes buildings approving buildings of very 
contemporary design, but where architectural attention has been paid to " fit". 
  
Perhaps most importantly, the experience in South Rosedale, and, latterly, North Rosedale, has 
been that protecting each neighbourhood's recognized character has stabilized and added to 
property values; the threat of ugly, unsympathetic " monster homes" has been tempered. Any 
request for demolition and replacement with a potential " monster home" can be tested against 
neighbourhood character, and the aspect from the street corrected, to a design more likely to not 
do damage to the value of abutting properties. 
  
Finally, research by Dr. Richard Shipley of the University of Waterloo planning school 
substantiates my personal  experience : a Heritage Conservation District designation stabilizes 
and improves neighbourhood appeal, and in no way detrimentally effects property values. 
  
I do hope that the residents of Lawrence Park work with the City to take advantage of the 
protections to the ambiance of Lawrence Park that can be provided by the Heritage Act. 
  
Regards, 
  
Jane Pepino 
 


