
Ask An Octogenarian!
Mrs. Gloria O’Donahue is the first colum-
nist for a new feature called Ask an Octo-
genarian. Please send your questions to Peter 
Stephenson, The History Nugget, 17 St. 
Leonard’s Ave., Toronto, ON, M4N 1K1. 
Peter, a young but long-term resident, is also 
a graduate of Trent University with a degree 
in history. He will interview one of our Oc-
togenarians and we’ll do our best to answer 
your questions. You can also contact Peter 
Stephenson at pjc.stephenson@gmail.com.

Lawrence Park, from its creation just over 
a century ago, has been a neighbourhood 
of different age groups, professions and 
house styles. That characteristic of inclu-
sion still describes Lawrence Park today 
with architecture and details reminiscent 
of Edwardian, Tudor, Arts and Crafts, 
and Georgian period homes plus some 
distinguished modern homes, such as the 
Eric Arthur house on Weybourne. In the 
early years, Lawrence Park was inhabited 
by teachers, architects, small manufac-
turers, doctors, accountants, lawyers and 
ministers. Today, likewise, the neighbour-
hood is home to a range of professions. 
For example, our neighbours range from 
astronauts and organ-tuners to IT and fi-
nancial wizards! The Heritage Committee 
is focussed on retaining the mix of home 
styles, age of homes, and size of homes. 
This will help to ensure that the demo-
graphic remains inclusive, too.

Gloria O’Donahue is a nurse. 
She was born in Lawrence 
Park and has lived all but 
eleven years of her life in the 
neighbourhood.

Question: What are your vivid mem-
ories of childhood in Lawrence Park?

I remember a fish pond behind the homes 
on Weybourne, and some fruit trees. We 
played in the orchard and the stream that 
flowed through the parks on the east side 
of Yonge Street, along St. Edmund’s Drive 
and under Lympstone Avenue. One winter 
I fell through the ice that had formed on the 
stream and had to hurry home to warm up 
with a bath. We also practiced skating on 
the tennis courts, which are now a part of 
Alexander Muir Gardens. They would be 
flooded every winter so we could skate in 
our own winter wonderland in Lawrence 
Park.

Our Next Century Home 
Celebration is on February 20

Our next Century Home Celebration will 
be held on Thursday, February 20 from 7 to 
9 PM at the home of Adrienne Alison at 37 
St. Edmund’s Drive. Ms. Alison is a noted 
sculptor who has been awarded a commis-
sion for a heroic piece on the War of 1812 
which will sit on Parliament Hill. 

Happy Holidays and  a Merry Christmas!
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